Marxism at their university. The death of John Cornford in the Spanish Civil War had had a profound effect on the poet's Cambridge comrades, left behind and still alive. There was a feeling that a man should be loyal to other men, rather than to the state.
Here, it might be interjected that this feeling of alienation from patriotism was not confined to leftists or to upper-class men who were privileged to have the means of international travel and connections. In 1938, a working-class Scottish woman, Jessie Jordan, pleaded guilty to a charge of spying for Germany -MI5's successful pursuit of her led to the exposure of the Rumrich spy ring in America. Jordan's defence counsel made a plea of mitigation saying that she felt rejected both in the UK and in Germany, and that 'nationality means nothing to her' .
1
In Burgess's case, Lownie feels that his homosexuality led him to love men more than nations with a particular intensity. His homosexuality had a further effect, too. In an era when homosexuality was illegal and frowned upon, Burgess felt like an outsider in spite of his upper-crust background. Spying for Moscow was an 'easy revenge' (p.329).
At Cambridge, Blunt as Burgess's recruiter enlisted the services of the American Michael Whitney Straight, who would work for a brief spell in the Department of State. Another Blunt recruit was John Cairncross, who would be employed at the Government Code and Cypher School, Bletchley Park, and passed on information to Soviet intelligence that proved to be helpful to the Red Army in its struggle against Hitler's forces. Burgess's success as a recruiter is one of the reasons why Lownie portrays him as the most important of the Cambridge spies.
Burgess's transmission of classified information to Moscow Centre is, as Lownie demonstrates, another reason for his significance. In the course of World War II, he sent so many documents, including summaries of minutes of the meetings of Cabinet and of the Chiefs of the Imperial General Staff, that the Russians found it impossible to translate them all. At least the Soviet Union was at the time an ally of the UK. But the traffic continued during the critical early years of the Cold War. In 1946, Burgess became private secretary to Foreign Office Minister of State Hector McNeil. This gave him access to MI6 records -Lownie says Burgess was the only Soviet spy to penetrate both MI5 and MI6 -and to decision-making at the Cabinet level. Finding out about would-be enemies' intentions is the gold standard for foreign intelligence, and what he transmitted must have been invaluable. Burgess held back from stealing certain documents because it would leave a trail, but he routinely took home classified papers with the intention of sending Moscow digests of what they contained.
Finally, Lownie argues that Burgess was an agent of influence. In 1948, the spy found himself in the Foreign Office's Far Eastern Department. The Communists took over in China in the following year. In the period before he joined the British Embassy staff in Washington in 1950, Lownie suggests he 'helped shape British policy to recognize Communist China when America refused to ' (p.322) . In that recognition of China was probably the wise course of action, one could argue that this was less harmful than his betrayal of state secrets. But the danger is that tainted advice can discredit the very best of decisions, and Lownie is right to include Burgess's policy influence in his list of harms inflicted by the Cambridge spy.
Lownie establishes beyond reasonable doubt that Burgess had a better claim than any other Cambridge spy to be known as 'Stalin's Englishman' . As his book's title further suggests, Burgess was a conflicted character imposing on the biographer the duty of exploring more than one of his 'lives' , and Lownie has succeeded in this quest with a superb biography, the quality of which is unlikely to be surpassed.
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